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THE RED CROSS 

IN CHABGE OP 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 
Chairman of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

The organization of our Base Hospital Units is progressing most sat- 
isfactorily and in addition to those mentioned in the July Journal, 
the following are also well under way: 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., Chief Nurse, E. B. Irwin; 
Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa., Elizabeth Dunlop; 
Barnes Hospital, Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., Julia Stimson; 
St. Joseph's, St. Mary's and Augustana Hospitals, Chicago, 111., 

Mrs. Julia Flekker; 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Laura R. Logan; 

Presbyterian and County Hospitals, Chicago, 111., Mabel K. Adams; 
St. Luke's and Michael Reese Hospitals, Chicago, 111., Ellen Stewart; 
The German Hospital, New York City, Louise Schleicher; 
Post Graduate Hospital, New York City, Amy Patmore; 
Brooklyn, N. Y. (for Navy), Frances Van lngen; 

Assistant Chief Nurse, Mrs. Lillian Read. 

There will be an additional unit in Chicago but the chief nurse has 
not yet been definitely decided upon. Units are also being organized 
in connection with the University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. and 
probably in connection with the Lincoln Hospital, New York City. 
The Mayo Brothers of Rochester, Minn, have also made themselves 
responsible for a Base Hospital Unit but no action has been taken as 
yet in regard to the nursing personnel. 

When completed, the Red Cross will have available twenty-five 
Base Hospital Units which will mean that a total personnel of one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-five nurses and nurses' aids have been 
selected and prepared for service by the chief nurses of the Units. 
All of them have had physical examinations and immunity treatment 
for typhoid fever and smallpox. Each chief nurse will also carry a 
reserve of fifteen nurses and twenty-five nurses' aids, making a total 
personnel of one thousand to supplement the Base Hospital Units if 
called into service, or a total personnel of nearly three thousand for 
which the chief nurses are responsible. 

Owing to the vast amount of newspaper publicity given to volun- 
teer nurses' aids which may be attached to our Base Hospital Units, it 
seems important to have the function of these nurses' aids and the 
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method of their selection definitely understood. I can do no better 
than quote from a circular of information recently issued by Colonel 
Jefferson Randolph Kean, Director of Military Relief, defining the 
status of nurses' aids. 

Volunteer Nurses' Aids. Provision has been made for the assignment to 
our base hospital units of a limited number of women who are not nurses by pro- 
fession. They will serve without pay but may be furnished with transporta- 
tion, lodging and subsistence when the unit to which they are attached is called 
into active service. Nurses' aids will be prepared for duty under the super- 
vision of the nursing service of the Red Cross and will be required to take at least 
the course of instruction in elementary hygiene and home care of the sick and 
pass a satisfactory examination in the same. It is also desirable that they take 
such other courses of instruction as may be provided by the Red Cross. The 
chief nurse of the Base Hospital Unit will be responsible for the selection of all 
nurses' aids attached to her unit and will, if necessary, arrange for their instruc- 
tion. When called into service they will serve under the direction of the chief 
nurse of the unit. 

While the course in elementary hygiene and home care of the sick 
is compulsory for those desiring appointment as nurses' aids, we wish 
to make it quite clear to those taking our courses of instruction that 
under no circumstances can they qualify for service as nurses, nor have 
they the right to call themselves even nurses' aids unless definitely 
assigned to duty in connection with one of our Base Hospital Units. 
Practical experience as nurses or partial training as such cannot be ac- 
cepted in lieu of our course in elementary hygiene and home care of 
the sick, as one of the chief advantages of this instruction given by a 
Red Cross nurse is to enable the Red Cross by observation to judge of 
the qualification of those taking the course and their probable fitness 
for service. 

While most lay women volunteering for service imagine themselves 
giving aid on the battlefield, as a matter of fact they will not be as- 
signed to duty within the zone of military operations. Their chief 
sphere of usefulness will be in supply rooms, linen rooms, diet kitchens, 
laundries, and the wards of Base Hospitals located considerably in 
the rear of military operations. Assignments to duty both of nurses 
and nurses' aids will, in all cases, be made through Red Cross Head- 
quarters, Washington, D. C, and it will be impossible to take into 
consideration the desire of women volunteering to be assigned to duty 
in connection with the Militia or National Guard of their own states. 

A notice has recently been sent to our local committees on Red 
Cross Nursing Service asking each to be responsible for the organiza- 
tion of at least one "emergency detachment of nurses." These groups 
are intended to supplement the nursing personnel of military hospitals 



1218 The American Journal of Nursing 

already established, or may be assigned to duty on hospital ships, 
hospital trains, or for any other service where easily mobilized groups 
of nurses may be needed. Such groups will usually consist of ten 
nurses, one of whom will be designated as chief nurse and who will act 
as such until assigned to duty under the supervision of a chief nurse 
of the Army or Navy, when she will become a member of the Unit and 
assigned to duty as such. The local committees are responding with 
enthusiasm to the development of these detachments and will be re- 
sponsible for all of the details of preparation for service. Through these 
emergency detachments we hope soon to have not far from 1000 nurses 
available for duty in addition to those connected with the Base Hos- 
pital Units. 

A request has already come to us from the surgeon general of the 
Army to hold four detachments ready for service on the border, and 
it is probable that they will be assigned to duty during the month of 
August. It is our intention to make both the Base Hospital Units 
and the emergency detachments of nurses permanent organizations, 
filling vacancies as they occur, so that at all times we shall have several 
thousand nurses actually prepared for service under the Red Cross. 

Letters of appreciation, various reports, medals, and other forms of 
recognition of the Red Cross Nursing Service are now being received 
from Europe, but lack of space prevents our submitting more than one 
at this time. The following is an extract from a letter from William 
Warfield, formerly an attache" of the American Embassy in Petrograd 
and now charge d'affaires for the United States in Sofia, Bulgaria: 

While acting as an attach^ of the Embassy in Petrograd, specially assigned 
to war relief work, 1 had occasion, as you know, to see a great deal of the mem- 
bers of the American Bed Cross Units in Russia. It gives me great pleasure to 
take advantage of this opportunity to say that the nurses attached to these 
Units have been the greatest credit to the organization, and to the country they 
represent. Their professional efficiency is not only unquestioned but has excited 
a great deal of comment in medical circles, having been mentioned to me fre- 
quently by the Russian surgeons. Personally, by their devotion to duty and 
their splendid organization and discipline, these ladies have been a credit to 
American womanhood and its ideals. 1 do not hesitate to say that they have 
had an influence for good quite apart from mere professional services. 

I wish especially to express my appreciation of splendid work done by the 
group that worked largely under my personal supervision at Irkutsk. Their work 
there being non-professional in great part shows that the type of woman you are 
sending out is not only a good nurse but an all-around resourceful woman as well. 

With the tremendous increase in Red Cross activities and the over- 
whelming demands made upon the chairman of the National Com- 
mittee on Red Cross Nursing Service, it has been evident for sometime 
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that it would be necessary to create a new position of superintendent 
or director of Red Cross nurses in order to relieve the chairman of the 
many administrative details. Such a recommendation was made by 
the National Committee at its meeting in December and was approved 
by the Central Committee. I am sure the nurses of the country will 
rejoice with us in the fact that we have secured Clara D. Noyes, at 
present general superintendent of training schools, Bellevue Hospital, 
New York City, for this important position. She will take up her 
duties with the Red Cross not far from October 1. A further announce- 
ment of her appointment, made by ex-President Taft, Chairman of 
the Central Committee, appears in another portion of this issue. 



TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION 

MINNESOTA STATE BOARD EXAMINATION 

The Minnesota State Board of Examiners of Nurses will hold a 
semi-annual examination at the new state capitol, St. Paul, October 
6 and 7, 1916, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Harriet B. Leach, R.N., Secretary. 

MISSISSIPPI STATE MEETING 

The Mississippi State Association of Graduate Nurses will hold its 
sixth annual meeting in Natchez, October 30 and 31. All members 
are urgently requested to attend. 

J. P. Cox, Secretary. 



